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A range of national policies >14 
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OS policy framework and alignment 

International 

National 

Research funder 

Institution 

Other stakeholders 
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SPARC Europe study into funder 
policies, rewards and incentives 

Science Europe, EFC, ALLEA 

Report - 30 Sept 2019 

https:// zenodo.org/record/3401278 

 

A snapshot in time 

2,015 downloads 
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Å37 with an OA policy:  
30 mandates 

 

Å24 no OA policy;  
50% of those  
developing  
one 
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Å19 with an OS policy: 
12 a separate RD policy 

 

Å42 no research data policy  

Å13 developing one 

 

 

  

 

OS policy development status 
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An Analysis of Open Science Policies  
in Europe, v6 

 

National updates 

An overview of  
Covid-19 policies 

EOSC policy activity 

 

 https://doi.org/ 
10.5281/ 
zenodo.4005612 
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European national policy analysis 

EC Project: https://fairsfair.eu 

ïFostering FAIR Data Practices in Europe 

1 Mar 2019 

36 months 

22 partners 

WP3: FAIR Data Policy and Practice  

ïNational policy landscape analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

https://fairsfair.eu/
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policy deliverables 

D3.1 FAIR Policy 
landscape analysis 

 

https:// zenodo.org/  
record/3558173 

 

Over 20 RD policy 

characteristics 
analysed  

 

D3.3 Policy 
Enhancement 
Recommendations 

https:// zenodo.org/  
record/3686901 
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References to FAIR 

 refer to FAIR 
specifically to better 
promote a culture of 
FAIR practice 

 

E.g. Netherlands, 
Finland, France, 
Ireland, Spain, UK 
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FAIRSFAIR Rec on FAIR 
Note: emphasis added 

 

2. Cooperate with relevant initiatives to support 
funding bodies to characterise and, where needed, 
enhance policies to align with FAIR principles - 
either explicitly or implicitly.  
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The definition of data 

 What outputs are 
covered by the term? 

 

What data specifically 
do you expect 
researchers to make 
available? 
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The definition of data 

 

France:  

άwŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ŘŀǘŀΥ CŀŎǘǳŀƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ όŦƛƎǳǊŜǎΣ ǘŜȄǘǎΣ 
images, sounds, videos, etc.) used as primary 
sources for research and which are generally 
accepted by the scientific community as being 
ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ǾŀƭƛŘŀǘŜ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΦέ  

French National Plan for Open Science, 2018, 
https:// www.ouvrirlascience.fr/national-plan-for-open-science-4th-july-2018/ 
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FAIRSFAIR Rec on definitions 
Note: emphasis added 

 

6.  Working with research communities to  
define data outputs, policymakers should adopt 
standard descriptions to ensure that  
definitions provide clarity on the range of outputs 
that should be considered and  
ǿƘŀǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŜŘ άC!Lw ŜƴƻǳƎƘέ 
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A mandate to share data 

Majority recommend 
rather than require 

 

Those who require it 
are Norway and  
Slovenia, with F plan 
to introduce a 
mandate 
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Exceptions to data provision 

 

 

 

 

 

As open as possible 
but as closed as 
necessary  Χ 

national security, or 
where there are issues 
relating to 
confidentiality, privacy, 
intellectual property 
rights, and trade 
secrets.  
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Exceptions to data provision 
Note: emphasis added 

 

¢ƘŜ ¦YΩǎ Concordat on Open Research Data 
includes an extensive section on exceptions 
to data sharing  
άŎƻƴǎǘǊŀƛƴǘǎ ƻƴ ƻǇŜƴƴŜǎǎ must not be applied on a blanket 
basis but should be justified and justifiable case by case. 

Research organisations or individual researchers withholding 
data must therefore consider carefully the grounds on which 
they are acting and be prepared to justify their actionsΦέ 

UK: Concordat on Open Research Data, p. 9, 10 
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Data sharing and exceptions to  
data provision 
Note: emphasis added 

 

Slovenia: data sharing exceptions succinct, 
and state that if data cannot be made 
available, its associated metadata should be 
made available making clear what data are 
available and where. 

National Strategy of Open Access to Scientific Publications and 
Research Data in Slovenia 2015-2020, 2015, p. 6 
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Exceptions to data provision 
Note: emphasis added 

 

Norway:  
Closed access can be temporary and that 
controlled access options should be 
considered where open access is not feasible.  

National Strategy on Access to and Sharing of Research Data, p. 6    
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FAIRSFAIR Rec on Exceptions 
Note: emphasis added  

 

7. Standardised exceptions for not sharing data 
should be developed and promoted in 
associated policy guidance  

 

8. Standard exceptions should be added to 
metadata schemas used by repositories for 
consistency.  
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Data Management Plans (DMPs) 

 

4 require them:  
F, SLO, IRL, NO 

 

Pre or post award, or 
monitor  
throughout (0) 
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FAIRSFAIR Rec on DMPs 
Note: emphasis added 

 

14. Require updating of DMPs over the research lifecycle 
leading to comprehensive, high-quality end stage 
DMPs that are included in end-stage reporting.  

 

15.  Policies and related guidance should emphasise that 
data management planning and sharing data supports 
research integrity goals, enhances data quality and 
contributes to reproducibility and transparency.  
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Stimulating data re-use 

Research data re-use 
saves time,  
increases potential for 
collaboration,  
enhances the return on 
investment for research 
activities,  
increases the impact of 
research funding,  
and accelerates the pace 
of discovery  

 

Re-use stimulated by 
e.g. NL, NO, SLO, SK 
and UK 

 

 


