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https://dbei.gov.ie/en/Publications/Pu

blication-files/Innovation-2020.pdf 

IRELAND'S STRATEGY FOR 

RESEARCH AND 

DEVELOPMENT, SCIENCE 

AND TECHNOLOGY 

This strategy’s vision is for 

Ireland to become a Global 

Innovation Leader driving a 

strong sustainable economy 

and a better society. 

 

Research, development, 

science and technology will 

all contribute to this goal and 

this strategy sets out the 

roadmap to deliver on our 

vision focusing on 

excellence, talent and impact 

in research and 

development. 
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“We will facilitate open 

access to scientific 

publications/research” 

“ACTION 4.7 

Support national and 

European open access 

policies and 

principles.” 

INNOVATION 2020 
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Ireland’s Open Access Repository Network (2002 – ) 

• Greater 
discoverability 

• Higher impact 
• All research 

outputs 

Harvested 
Harvested 

• Ireland’s OA Repository network: 26+ institutions 

• All universities, many other research institutes 

• National Open Access Portal: RIAN (http://rian.ie ) – RIAN: Higher 
Education Authority- funded 

Searched 

TCD 



 

Ireland’s National Open Access Research Portal 
http://rian.ie 
Launched: 2011 

http://rian.ie/
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2016 
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2018 
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2018 

Policy Timeline 

2012  
National Principles on  
Open Access 
Publications  

2017 
National Open 
Research Forum 
established 

Slide: Dr Patricia Clarke, HRB & NORF Co-chair 



Precursor: 
National Principles on 
Open Access 
Statement,  
2012 

https://www.dri.ie/sites/default/files/files/National%2
0Principles%20on%20Open%20Access%20Policy%20St
atement%20%28FINAL%2023%20Oct%202012%20%2
9.pdf 

• Fully aligned with EC 
Policy 

• Agreed with all national 
funders 

• Launched by Minister 
• Adopted by funders & 

agencies 
 

– but not implemented 

• No implementation plan 
• No oversight body 
• No resourcing 

https://www.dri.ie/sites/default/files/files/National Principles on Open Access Policy Statement (FINAL 23 Oct 2012 ).pdf
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National Open Research Forum (NORF) 
• Co-chaired by Higher Education Authority (HEA) and Health Research Board (HRB) with 

Secretariat provided by Government Department of Business, Enterprise and 
Innovation (DBEI). 

• Broad membership - policy, research funding, research performing, library sector and 
other key stakeholders 

• Working Group structures 
• Innovation 2020  Action 4.7  
 

“to develop a common understanding and awareness of national 
requirements, to make best use of existing capacity, to avoid 

duplication of efforts and inconsistences, and to advise on timely 
and efficient implementation in Ireland of EU policy developments “. 

 
“working in synergy with other relevant EU and national 

discussions”. 

New National Approach 2017 – 

xxx Slide: Dr Patricia Clarke, HRB & NORF Co-chair 



National Open Research Forum (NORF) Phase 1 

Remit: To update Ireland’s 2012 National Open Access Principles 
Statement and bring it into line with European Commission 
policies. 

Time period 2017-2019 

Chairs: HEA and HRB with secretariat from Department Business, 
Enterprise and Innovation. 

Reporting to: Innovation2020 Committee 

Main Working 
Groups: 

Publications, FAIR Data, Infrastructure. 

Membership: All research funding agencies (SFI, HRB, IRC, etc.); members of 
previous national OA committee; representatives of IUA, IUA 
Librarian’s Group; government departments; Teagasc, Marine 
Institute, HSE, etc. 

More information: http://norf-ireland.net/  

http://norf-ireland.net/
http://norf-ireland.net/
http://norf-ireland.net/


National Statement on Transitioning to an 
Open Research Environment  

(http://norf-ireland.net/)  
 

Open Access to research publications  

Management of research data, including open data 

Infrastructures for access and preservation of research 

Skills and competences 

Incentives and rewards 

Key 
Issues 
 
 

Slide: Dr Patricia Clarke, HRB & NORF Co-chair 

http://norf-ireland.net/
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http://norf-ireland.net/


Deliverables Phase 1 
(March 2017- May 2018)  

National Statement on Transitioning to an 
Open Research Environment 

• Turning Words into Actions – A Vision for Open Research 
in Ireland 

Vision 

• National Open Access (to Publications) Principles 
Statement 

Open Access 

• Research Data Principles Open Data 

• Research Information Infrastructure Roadmap 

• Joint Statement of Principle on the adoption and use of 
ORCID and related persistent identifier infrastructure 

Research 
Infrastructure 

xxx Slide: Dr Patricia Clarke, HRB & NORF Co-chair 



https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-
content/EN/TXT/PDF/?uri=CELEX:32
018H0790&from=EN 

Key document and point of 
reference: April 2018  
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Trinity College Dublin, The University of Dublin 

Plan S 

“As a partner in cOAlition S we will seek to ensure that by 2020 scientific publications 
that result from research funded by Science Foundation Ireland grants must be 
published in compliant Open Access Journals or on compliant Open Access Platforms.  

Science Foundation Ireland will now work towards ensuring that its grant conditions 
and policies are updated to reflect this change and in due course, review our 
assessment criteria for individual researchers with reference to the principles laid 
down in Plan S, which was agreed at the European Science Open Forum (ESOF) in 
Toulouse in July 2018”  

– Dr Mark Ferguson, SFI Director 

September 2018 



Mapping National OA Policy to Plan S 



 “After 1 January 2020 scientific publications on 
the results from research funded by public 
grants provided by national and European 
research councils and funding bodies, must be 
published in compliant Open Access Journals or 
on compliant Open Access Platforms.”  

• Clarity on alignment across National Statement and Plan-S 
• Better understanding of opportunities and concerns with Plan-S guidance 
• National consistency across all Irish research disciplines and funding streams  
• Common practical implementation processes with Plan-S  e.g. monitoring 

Finalising NORF National Statement 

PLAN-S 

Common objective – Full Open Access for publications 

Slide: Dr Patricia Clarke, HRB & NORF Co-chair 





National Open 
Research 
Forum 
National Framework 
launched by Minister 
Halligan in July 2019 and 
endorsed by all Irish 
research funding agencies, 
the Higher Education 
Authority, the Department 
of Business, Enterprise & 
Innovation and many 
other agencies & 
institutions. 
http://norf-ireland.net/wp-
content/uploads/2019/07/NORF_Frame
work_10_July_2019-2.pdf 

 
‘ … a significant first step in a 
process which will see the 
development of a National Action 
Plan for the transition to an open 
research environment.” – Tim 
Conon, HEA 
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NORF: Open Access to Research Publications 1/2 

 
 All publicly-funded Irish scholarly publications to be openly available by default 

from 2020 onwards. 

 Focus on journal articles and conference proceedings. 

 Disciplinary publishing/dissemination differences recognised. 

 information to be made public about agreements with publishers. 

 Open access publications identifiable through specific metadata, 
interoperability standards, and persistent identifiers.  

 Monitoring. 

 Innovative models for ethical open access publishing encouraged 

 Criteria for compliant journals, platforms, and repositories will be defined. 

 All researchers regardless of circumstances to be able to achieve open access 

 

  

 

 

 

 



NORF Open Access to Research Publications 2/2 

 Researchers may choose their preferred publication route(s) and route(s) to 
open access (as long as it is in accordance with the principles).  

  Deposit in a repository  OR publish on an open access platform OR publish 
through an open access journal – all allowable options. 

 Either the peer-reviewed Author’s Accepted Manuscript (AAM) OR the final 
published version of a publication should be made open access. 

 Embargos on open access to repository-archived papers to be phased out. During 
the transition, embargoes are allowed of six months for STEM, 12-18 months for 
Arts, Humanities and Social Sciences.  

 Emphasis on supporting publishers who do not charge fees (most open access 
publishers do not charge fees). Any fees to be capped in line with EU standards. 

 Open access fees to hybrid i.e. subscription-based journals (e.g. Elsevier) – are 
NOT supported.  

 



  Plan S  https://www.coalition-s.org/ 

Supported by 

(some) 

https://www.coalition-s.org/
https://www.coalition-s.org/
https://www.coalition-s.org/


AmeliCA 
Principles 
(Open 
Knowledge for 
Latin America 
and the Global 
South 
http://www.amelica.
org/wp-
content/uploads/201
9/04/principles-
Amelica-PlanS-
eng.png 
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https://info.africarxiv.org
/african-principles-for-
open-access-in-scholarly-
communication/  
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National Action Plan: Next Steps 

January - April 2020 

• Advertisement/appointment of national coordinator (funded by DBEI & HEA)  

• Establishment of NORF Phase 2 Committees 

> Steering Group Funders & Government / Agency representatives 

   Institutional Vice Presidents for Research 

> Disciplinary groups 

> Special commitment groups 

 

Mid 2020 – December 2021: National Consultation 

2022 – onwards: National Action Plan (with multi-annual reviews). 



• “Concrete objectives and indicators to measure progress; implementation plans, including 
the allocation of responsibilities; and associated financial planning.” (EC Recommendations). 

• Consultative planning process. 
• Engagement of  all stakeholders – particularly researchers at every research career stage and 

representing all disciplines.  
• Commitment to respect, engage with, and support the research community in the broadest 

sense, & address disciplinary, professional, national, and global concerns.  
• Commitment to benefit researchers equally and avoid unintended consequences. 
• Special consideration to less well understood areas, particularly: 

 
 Arts and humanities researchers 
 Early career researchers 
 Researchers not in receipt of grant funding 
 Publicly funded researchers with no formal institutional affiliation 
 Small, independent, non-profit journals and publishers (especially Irish journals and 

publishers) 
 Learned societies (especially Irish learned societies) 
 Researchers and citizens in the Global South, and Citizen scientists.  

Underlying principle: 
All researchers will have access to the resources necessary to enable them to publish through 
open access, without prejudice.  

 

National Framework outline of the National Action Plan: Summary 



Mulțumesc! 


