
The Road Less Travelled: 
Models for Transitioning 
Books to OA

Emily Poznanski
Dr Frances Pinter



Agenda
Introduction to OA Books

CEU Press– Opening the Future 

What’s next

COPIM



602 publishers

36,947 books

Snapshot of OA book world

100 publishers

16,172 journals, 

5,890,831 articles

OA books market has many smaller players with 
publications in multiple languages, across a broad 

spectrum of subject areas 



OA book policies & 
mandates

• Few operating at a global level

• Some coordinated, nation-wide approaches

• Other mandates from individual institutions

• There is limited funding in HSS

• BPC model does not work well for all HSS

• HSS has a diverse content set

• R&P models only work for large publishers

Issues arising around policies and books



OA book funding

Many business models being tested out 
for publishing OA books.
No dominant model!

• Funding from research grants
• Institutional budget funds
• Crowdfunding from library budgets 

3 main sources of funding for OA books:

























Large, well-funded 
academic presses

Small/medium-sized 
academic presses

Scholar-led born OA presses



What Next?
• We need creative solutions to dealing with large number of 

small presses
• Concentrate on reducing workflow burdens through 

standardising processes
• Support efforts at improving discoverability, visibility and access     
• Reduce costs by streamlining aggregated backroom services
• Demonstrate the financial benefits of the OA route
• Find ways to ‘flip’ library acquisitions budgets to support OA 

books
• Carry out evaluations of new models 





Contact us for more information

frances@pinter.org.uk

martin.eve@bbk.ac.uk

https://openingthefuture.net

poznanskie@press.ceu.edu
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