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Babeș-Bolyai University in Cluj-Napoca

• ca. 46.000 students

• ca. 1600 teachers and researchers

• 1800+ datasets in international repositories 

(source: Elsevier Data Monitor Tool)
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Challenges

1. Challenges

• Large number of datasets generated according to different 
methodologies

• Lack of a comprehensive institutional record

• Variety of hosting environments, from international repositories to in-
house built databases
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Challenges

• early-stage institutional framework for Open Science (including
scientific data management)

• lack of an institutional repository

• no unitary institutional guidelines and teaching strategy for 
promoting Open Science and FAIR principles at grassroots level
(students and researchers)
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Approach

Top – down action: building a 
dedicated institutional
framework to support
Open Science at BBU 

(including data management)
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Workgroup 

for OS (2022)

Office for Open 

Science (2024)

- lectures and events by Romanian and 

foreign specialists

- consolidating the research infrastructure

- building the CS platform

- bulding an institutional repository

- fellowships aiming to attract and prepare 

in-house specialists

- Citizen Science

- Open Access

- Databases&Open Data

- Projects

- Volunteering

- etc.

October 2024

CNFIS-FDI-2022-F-0126: Promoting and supporting Open Science
practices in research excellence at Babeș-Bolyai University in Cluj-
Napoca

CNFIS-FDI-2023-F-0214: Strengthening Open Science practices in
scientific research excellence at Babeș-Bolyai University in Cluj-
Napoca

CNFIS-FDI-FDI-2024-F-0456: Institutional integration of best
practices of accountability and transparency associated with
Open Science to support research excellence at Babeș-Bolyai
University in Cluj-Napoca
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Solutions under implementation

1. Implementation of an institutional data repository connected to
the international repositories (compliance to OpenAIRE as the first
milestone)

2. Comprehensive inventory of datasets and databases

3. Promoting FAIR principles in the BBU community

4. Following the model of Studia UBB series
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Solutions - models
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Envisioned developments
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Tools & Personnel

(short run)

Developing the repository

Developing the Citizen Science platform 
as data-generating source

Training data stewards

Ensuring the compliance of existing 
datasets to FAIR principles

Educating the 
community

(long run)

Including scientific data management in the 
curricula of relevant classes (e.g., 

methodology, digital literacy)

Training the researchers and providing aid 
for the FAIR compliance process
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