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Policies exist at many levels – and so do 
actions

• Trans-national (European Commission, OECD, G7)

• National level – ministries/governments

• National level – funders

• Organisational level – universities, research organisations

• Service level – repositories

• Research domains 
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Good policies share actions and responsibilities 

between the policy maker and the target of the 

policy



Sparc Europe/DCC monitoring of national 
policy

• Regular review of national-level policy on 
open research in Europe

• Most recent update April 2021: 
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo.4725817

• Short reports designed to allow policy 
makers to see change over time & 
compare progress at national level

• In 2019, Romania was not mentioned in 
the report. By 2021, there was something 
to say
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Currently, Romania does not have a 

national .. policy although discussions 

are underway with various 

stakeholders … Open Access is 

mentioned in The National Plan for 

Research and Innovation 2015-2020. 

In 2019, the UEFISCDI in partnership 

with the Ministry of Education and 

Research have started a process of 

developing a national strategic 

framework for Open Science. The 

process is led by Open Science Hub 

Romania … [they] will start 

implementing a project financed 

through European structural funds 

which includes a strong component 

dedicated to the elaboration of a 

proposal for an Open Science 

national strategy.



FAIRsFAIR landscape activities 2019-2021
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Semantics 

and 

Interoperability 

Policies and 

Practices

HEIs and FAIR 

Data

• D3.1 FAIR Policy landscape analysis
https://zenodo.org/record/3558173

• D3.3 Policy Enhancement Recommendations
https://zenodo.org/record/3686901

• D7.1 FAIR in European Higher Education 
https://zenodo.org/record/3629683

https://zenodo.org/record/3558173
https://zenodo.org/record/3686901
https://zenodo.org/record/3629683


Collectively agree on a 
common set of FAIR
policy elements to 
describe policies. 

AA9 Landscape Monitoring

Monitor standardised national Open Science 

and FAIR data strategies, including the 

description of these policies.

SRIA: https://www.eoscsecretariat.eu/sites/default/files/open_consultation_booklet_sria-eosc_20-july-2020.pdf

FAIRsFAIR recommendations

FAIRsFAIR Policy Characterisation Data for D3.1

https://zenodo.org/record/3550544

https://www.eoscsecretariat.eu/sites/default/files/open_consultation_booklet_sria-eosc_20-july-2020.pdf
https://zenodo.org/record/3550544


PIDs should be assigned 
to clearly versioned 
policies made available 
via registries.

Emphasis on describing 
elements that may be 
considered ‘rules’ to 
support machine-
actionability. 

Guidance is helpful, but 
is not policy. Keep them 
separate.

FAIRsFAIR recommendations

https://www.openaire.eu/model-policy-on-open-science-for-research-performing-organisations

https://www.openaire.eu/model-policy-on-open-science-for-research-performing-organisations


FAIR can be referred 
to both explicitly and  

implicitly.

Really depends on 
your organisation’s 

aims. 

FAIRsFAIR recommendation

Image from https://pediaa.com/what-is-the-difference-between-implicit-and-explicit/



FAIRsFAIR recommendation

https://fairsfair.eu/events/prototype-implementation-fair-related-features-demonstration

Provide clarity on the range of 
outputs that should be considered 

and what might be considered 

“FAIR enough”

Publications

Reports

Data

Software

Workflows

…

https://fairsfair.eu/events/prototype-implementation-fair-related-features-demonstration


Standardised exceptions 
for not sharing data

should be developed and 
promoted in guidance

FAIRsFAIR 
recommendation

https://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/using-the-library/staff/research/research-data-management/sharing/data-access-statements/

BUT… data that cannot 
be shared still needs:
• Identifiers
• Preservation
• Metadata
• Findability
• Reusability

https://www.library.manchester.ac.uk/using-the-library/staff/research/research-data-management/sharing/data-access-statements/


FAIRSFAIR Recommendation on DMPs

Require updating of DMPs 
over the research lifecycle 

leading to end stage DMPs.

Emphasis should be on 
rewarding good practice but, 
where necessary, penalties

for non-compliance will 
eventually need to be 

considered.
https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-

cutting-issues/open-access-data-management/data-management_en.htm

https://ec.europa.eu/research/participants/docs/h2020-funding-guide/cross-cutting-issues/open-access-data-management/data-management_en.htm


How are we supporting these 
recommendations? 
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Machine actionable assessment tool

https://github.com/pangaea-data-publisher/fuji

Graphical user interface / www.f-uji.net

https://www.fairsfair.eu/f-uji-automated-fair-data-assessment-tool

https://github.com/pangaea-data-publisher/fuji
https://www.fairsfair.eu/f-uji-automated-fair-data-assessment-tool


CoreTrustSeal Certification Support
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• Online tool to raise awareness 
and educate on data FAIRness

• For researchers, authors and 
data stewards 

• 10 simple questions with 
practical tips to improve data 
FAIRness before data deposit

• Continuously improved. Open 
source.

https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/

https://fairaware.dans.knaw.nl/


Training and Education
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https://fairsfair.eu/news/call-fair-experts-apply-and-join-booksprint-fair-adoption-handbook-universities

https://www.fairsfair.eu/fair-frameworks-training-

programmes

https://fairsfair.eu/news/call-fair-experts-apply-and-join-booksprint-fair-adoption-handbook-universities
https://www.fairsfair.eu/fair-frameworks-training-programmes
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Support provision 
is a positive 

influence

Lots of different 
ways to provide 

support!

Local support is valued



Thank you! Any questions?

https://www.fairsfair.eu

https://www.fairsfair.eu

